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Teresa Jennings
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Bailey And The Bees
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Bailey And The Bees

chorus:

Bailey. Bailey and the bees. (solo bee buzz)
Making honey anytime they please. (solo bee buzz)
Bailey. Bailey and the bees. (solo bee buzz)

They are buddies, ev’ryone agrees. (solo bee buzz)
Bailey and the bees. (all bees buzz freely)

The bears and the bees usually aren’t friendly. No, no. (all bees: Bzzz. Bxzz.)
The bears and the bees usually aren’t buddies. solo, spoken: No, they’re not. (all bees: Bxzz. Bxzz.)

all sing:

But Bailey and the bees always are friendly. Yeah, yeah. (all bees: Bzzz. Bzzz.)
Yes, Bailey and the bees always are buddies. solo, spoken: Yes, they are! (all bees: Bzzz. Bzxz.)

repeat chorus

(bees play countermelody on kazoos while others sing)
The bears and the bees usually aren’t friendly.

No, no. (all bees: Bxzz. Bxzz.)

The bears and the bees usually aren’t buddies.
solo, spoken: No, they’re not. (all bees: Bzzz. Bxzz.)

all sing:

But Bailey and the bees always are friendly.
Yeah, yeah. (all bees: Bzzz. Bzzz.)

Yes, Bailey and the bees always are buddies.
solo, spoken: Yes, they are! (all bees: Bzzz. Bxz.)

repeat chorus (bees play with melody on kazoos)
Bailey and the bees. (all bees buzz freely)

BAILEY AND THE BEES, Teresa Jennings
© 2001 Plank Road Publishing, Inc. ® All Rights Reserved

Teaching Notes

Bailey is a bear. Bears and bees don’t usually get
along very well, much less hang out together. But in
the case of Bailey and the bees, that’s exactly what
they do. Consider adding costuming to the
performance of this song for added fun. You will need
a bear costume for Bailey and any number of bee
costumes for any number of bees. Costumes can be as
simple or elaborate as you like (or can afford!). You
could also use puppets or stuffed toys for your
characters instead.

This song has a distinctive style that is just plain
fun to sing. Rhythmic punctuation will keep your
performers feeling the beat pretty well while it’s also
inspiring your audience to tap their toes.

On the CD, you will hear a nifty bee-like
chromatic string line which occurs during the chorus
each time. Be sure to point this out to your students
and let it open up a discussion about bee sounds and
why strings are good bee imitators.

While your students are singing along, several
bees have the opportunity to buzz a solo. We
recommend letting different bees do each solo, giving

as many of them a chance to buzz as possible. There
are sections where all of them buzz, too, which you
should cue and cut-off.

Another good bee imitation can be made by
playing a kazoo. We think it would be really darn
cute for your costumed bees to pick up kazoos and
join in the fun. We have indicated that they should
join in at measure 29 the second time. (Prior to that,
they are buzzing without kazoos, unless you want it
otherwise.) Again, you will hear the strings doing
their bee-like best, this time playing tremolos along
with the kazoo melody and then some. In the
sections where the bees answer on beats 2 and 3,
such as measure 32, we found that our bees gravitated
toward answering with the same pitches (F, E flat).
This is fine.

As the tune goes back to measure 9 for the third
time, the kazoos stay in, joining the others on the
melody. At the coda, they resume buzzing with kazoos
as before. (Note: You can find all-yellow kazoos in the
Music K-8 Marketplace catalog. Call 1-800-437-
0832 or visit MusicK8.com)





